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WEST COAST OF AFRICA : DR. MADDEN’S REPORT. 


Tus important and deeply interesting document, of which so 
much has been said during its concealment from the public eye, 
has at length made its appearance in the —— to the Report 
of the West African Committee. We should qualify our state- 
ment that Dr. Madden’s Report has appeared, however, by adding 
that certain parts of it have appeared ; since the occurrence (not 
unfrequently ) of sundry ominous lines of stars in the blue book, 
intimates that various omissions have been deemed expedient by 
the colonial secretary ; and, for any thing we know to the conitrary, 
these omissions may be both large and important—nay, they may 
consist of by far the most important and astounding passages in 
the whole document. It cannot yet be said, therefore, that we 
know what Dr. Madden’s Report contains ; and the public will 
have still to feel that some matter of critical interest is withheld 
from them. Whether by any means they may hereafter be made 
acquainted with what is now concealed we know not. 
he Report as published is voluminous, and has reference to a 
variety of matters not relevant to the columns of the Anti-Slavery 
Reporter. We may make, however, one general observation. 
. Phe document, instead of being printed continuously, is divided 
into five or six portions, each portion being followed hes variety 
of papers relating to the same locality, and many of them com- 
menting on, and even contradicting, the statements of Dr. Madden. 
It may be said, no doubt, that this arrangement is designed to 
facilitate the consideration of the subjects to which the rt 
refers; but it may be said too that, if it had been intended to 
smother the ay ong and to nullify its influence, a more effectual 
plan could not have been pursued. Such certainly is the effect ; 
and indications are not wanting to justify a suspicion that such 
was the design. : 

_Although the Report contains much that does not relate imme- 
diately to the ee oe and something even on that 
question which is not in ony with our principles, it contains 
a great deal of matter directly relevant to our object, of the 
greatest importance, and of the most painful interest. We shall 
endeavour to bring forth these matters from time to time, as we 
may be able. We premise only the general observation, that, in 
pos his inquiries, and in stating their results, Dr. Madden 

shewn a keen sensibility to injustice and oppression, an 
honest love of freedom, an nie of judgment, and a 
pie wr ge ama of purpose and conduct, entitling him to the 
the sahioet to which we now proceed to direct particular atten- 
tion, is the extent to which British merchants are implicated in 
the support of the African slave-trade. On this point, Dr. 
Madden does not scruple to make the sweeping and astounding 




















assertion, that this traffic is supported mainly by British capital ; 
that is to say, that the goods necessary for ing it on are 
furnished to the slavers principally by British merchants. We 
must do both the Doctor and our readers the justice to lay before 
them the following extract from his Report on this painful topic. 


CASE OF THE DOS AMIGOS. 

The practice of aiding and abetting the slave-traders at the foreign set- 
tlements on this coast has not ceased, and a recent instance of supplying 
a foreign slave-trade vessel called the Dos Amigos, at Cape Coast Castle, 
with those goods which are required by the slave-traders for the purchase 
of slaves, has shown that facilities have been given, up to a very late 
period, at‘our settlements on this coast, to the foreigners engaged in this 
commerce to enable them to carry on their illegal trade. The Dos Amigos, 
a Portuguese vessel evidently and obviously fitted out for the slave-trade, 
had anchored under the guns of Cape Coast Castle ; it is the custom for 
the governor to send an officer on board of every vessel that anchors 
there, to examine her register, and, on being assured of her being engaged 
in legal commerce, to certify the same, and to permit her to remain. 

A merchant of Cape Coast, and a magistrate of the place, made a sale of 
one hundred and thirteen guns, and sixteen barrels of gunpowder, to the 
captain of the Dos Amigos ; the slave vessel then proceeded to Anamaboe 
and Accra, and at both places anchored, and was permitted to remain by 
the commandants, and to trade, at the one place for beads, &c., and at the 
other for provisions. The vessel was subsequently seized, carried to Sierra 
Leone, and condemned ; and, on examining her papers, documentary evi- 
dence was found of the trade she had carried on at our settlement. The 
government, on being apprised of this circumstance, called on the president 
of the council at Cape Coast to institute criminal proceedings against the 
merchant.. Captain Maclean replied, that he had brought the matter before 
the council, “and they had passed a series of resolutions, disclaiming all 
connivance with the slave-trade, recommending the governor to take mea- 
sures to prevent all vessels of this description, or even suspected of being 
such, from being permitted to anchor in the roads, but at the same time 
that the president was not in possession of any legal grounds to take even 
the initiatory steps towards such a prosecution.” Captain Maclean further 
states, in bis letter to Lord John Russell, ‘‘ that he should be able to estab- 
lish the fact of the merchant’s having sold certain articles of merchandise to 
the master or supercargo of a vessel called the Dos Amigos, but nothing 
beyond that fact. The merchant (he states) would naturally reply that 
such a person had certainly entered his warehouse and purchased these 
articles, payable on delivery, but that he neitherknew, norwas bound toknow, 
that this man was a dealer in slaves. And it would be quite impossible 
for him (Captain Maclean) to prove a guilty knowledge against the person, 
or even to adduce a legal proof that the vessel to which the purchaser of the 
goods belonged was in effect intended or fitted out for the slave-trade.” 

On these grounds Captain Maclean declined to institute any proceedings 
against the merchant, and at the same time stated, “ that in point of fact, if 
he rad exposed himself to legal punishment by his conduct in the instance 
referred to, he knew of no merchant in the whole colony, including of 
course, the members of council themselves, who had not in many instances 
rendered himself liable to similar criminal proceedings taken against him.” 
“Nor is it pretended to be denied, in a general sense, that all these mer- 
chants knew or suspected that such vessels as the Dos Amigos were 
connected directly or indirectly with the slave-trade ; at least he had never 
seen a Spanish, Portuguese, or Brazilian vessel on this coast, (and he bad 
seen hundreds), that was not so engaged. But they (the merchants) had 
always considered themselves justified as merchants in selling their mer- 
chandise to any person who might come to their warehouse prepared to pay 
them money or other equivalent for their goods, nor had he ever imagined 
for a moment that he could legally interfere with such traffic.” : 

Things were in this state when I arrived at the Gold Coast, and com- 
menced an inquiry into the subject. One of the leading members of council 
admitted that there was not one of the merchants who had not done what 
this merchant had been accused of doing, and he maintained the right of 
every merchant trading with any vessel which, after due examination by 
the governor, had been permitted to remain in the roads ; that this cireum- 
stance gave any vessel onarriving there a legal character, and consequently 
they were at liberty to trade with her. I mustconfess there seemed to me 
a great deal of plausibility, if not of reason, in this argument ; and further 
inquiries left no doubt whatever on my mind that a merchant could not 
possibly hdve been ia ignorance of the destination of this vessel, end of 
the purpose for which these goods were purchased from him. I knew not 
how to call on the president of the council to prosecute a person for a 
crime which the president himself, it appeared to me, had rendered him. 
self responsible for, by permitting her to remain in the roads, and suffering 
her to assume, by this official recognition of her legal character, the appane= 
ance of a vessel employed in lawful trade. The melancholy state of this 
person’s mental se § ware | health at the only interview I with him 
and during the whole period of my residence on the Gold Coast, precluded 
the possibility of my entering into any explanation with him on this subject ; 
and the extreme illness under which he laboured, independently of an 
other reasons for abstaining from recommending the institution of oe J 
ings against him, was sufficient to induce me to leave this matter to some 
other mode of preventing the recurrence of its mischief. I can by no means, 
h owever, agree with Captain Maclean that the frequency of the occurrence 
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of this evil is an argument for its impunity, nor that the merchant neither 
knew, ‘‘ nor was bound to know, that this man captain of the Dos 
Amigos) was a dealer in slaves.” There can be no doubt bat that he was 
bound to know whether, in selling these goods, he was contravening the 
law or not, and whether, in dealing with the captain of a Spanish or Por- 
tuguese vessel, such as Captain Maclean, in “ all his experience, had never 
known engaged in legal trade on this coast,” he was not aiding and abet- 
ting a slave-trader in bis pursuits, or was only prosecuting a lawful trade. 
Surely this argument would not be admitted for a buyer of suspected goods 
to set up, that he was not bound to know the character ofa reputed thief ; and 
vice versd, that it was not incumbent on the seller of goods adapted for the 
slave-trade to make any inquiry as to the objects of the purchaser, which, 
if known or suspected even to be illegal, it would be a breach of the law 
for him to promote. 

It is admitted by Captain Maclean, that vessels of the character of the 
Dos Amigos have “ in many instances” been permitted to entcr these roads, 
and the merchants and members of council have traded witlrthem. “ Nor 
is it pretended to be denied that, in a general sense, such vessels as the Dos 
Amigos were connected, directly or indirectly, with the slave-trade ;”—then 
why were those vessels allowed to enter? And did not the knowledge, in 
a general sense, of the real character of these vessels, which was not denied 
by the magistrates and members of council who traded with them, amount 
to a guilty knowledge of their pursuits, which might have furnished legal 
grounds for the initiatory step towards a prosecution of them ? 

CASE OF THE ROBERT HEDDELL, 

The case of this vessel, under the British flag, commanded by a British 
subject, and belonging to London owners, trading with a notorious slave 
Siler of the name of De Souza, at Whydab, has brought the question of 
the legality of British subjects supplying the slave factories with the goods 
and stores they require for their nefarious trade to an issue. It appeared 
to me desirable that it should be set at rest without further delay. T ae 
informed by the president of the council that a British vessel was then in 
the roads, having recently arrived from Whydah, where she bad traded 
with Mr. De Souza. This information was given tome in reference to the 
subject of the Dos Amigos case, and as a proof of the general opinion that 
was acted on at every place on the coast, that, so long as a British merchaiit 
or trader sold his goods to any description ssc gguang there, provided he 
received money or produce in return, his e was legal. My opinioiy 
being different on this subject, I strongly recommended Captain Maclean, 
if proofs could be obtained of the commander of the vessel’s havmg been 
trading with De Souza, to seize her and send her to Sierra Leone ; Captain 
Maclean did not think it expedient to do so, and, the question of damages 
lying against him for a seizure under similar circumstances appearing to 
influence his determination, I endeavoured to obviate that difficulty, but 
without effect. I then called on Captain Maclean to examine the papers 
of Captain Groves, and expressed a desire to see him; and the following 
day he called on me. At this interview the captain appeared extremely 
hurt at the imputation thrown on Mr. De Souza’s character of being impli- 
cated in the slave trade ; that he, Mr. De Souza, had been basely calum- 
niated, and had never dealt in slaves to his certain knowledge, during all 
the time that he had been acquainted with Whydah. ‘This extraordinary 
vindication of the character of the most notorious slave dealer that ever in- 
fested the coast of Africa, I replied to by reading an extract from the Act 
of Parliament, 5 Geo. 4, and informing the commander | considered his 
trading with De Souza came within the full meaning of the terms “aiding 
and abetting the slave-trade ;” and I explained to him what the nalty 
was of this offence. He then gave up the vindication of Mr. De Souza’s 
character, and informed me that, previously to his going to Whydab, he bad 
asked the opinion of Captain Maclean, and likewise of Lieutenant Levings, 
of the Buzzard, and his going to Whydab to trade with De Souza was with 
the express sanction of both these gentlemen. 

I questioned the former of them at Cape Coast on this subject, and the 
latter at Whydab, where I happened to fall in with his vessel on my pas- 
sage to the Bight of Benin and Prince’s Island ; and both of these gentle- 
men positively denied that any such sanction had ever been given by them. 
In the meantime the captain took his departure for Accra, and immediately 
after, her Majesty’s ship Wolverine fortunately arriving at Cape Coast, 1 
addressed the letter, of which the following is a copy, to Captain Tucker, 
the commander of that vessel, and the superior officer of our squadron on 
that coast :— 

** Cape Coast Castle, 22nd March, 1841. 

** Sir,—I have the honour to inform you that some wecks ago a British 
barque called the Robert Heddell anchored in these roads, and it came to 
my knowledge that the said vessel had just arrived from \Whydah, where 
my informant, Captain Maclean, gave me to understand the captain of the 
said barque had been trading with Mr. De Souza, the celebrated slave 
dealer and factor resident at that place. 

** IT requested Captain Maclean immediately to send on board this vessel 
for her papers, to ascertain the nature of her trading at Whydah ; and in 
the event of there being any evidence against the captain of trading with 
De Souza, to seize his vessel and send him to Sierra Leone for trial. 
Captain Maclean did not approve of this step ; I then proposed to bear all 
the responsibility of any damages that might lie against the captor in case 
of her acquittal. 

** T now requested Captain Maclean to send for the master of the vessel, 
and he waited on me the following day. I read him an extract from the 
consolidated slave act, showing the illegality of trading with a notorious 
slave dealer, and supplying him with British fabrics adapted for the trade, 
and without which the traffic cannot be carried on. He acknowledged that 
he had been trading with De Souza at Whydah, while the Buzzard was off 
the coast firing upon the factory of De Souza, but maintained that his was 
a legal trade ; that he sold British goods to De Souza, and got bard dollars 
in return: that the amount of his dealing was about 10,000 or 15,000 
dollars, for which he must go back to Whydah ; he said that he had him- 
self a factory at Whydab, but that the proceedings of the Buzzard had 
upset everything. He said that the British government and British 

rs were sig re under a mistake about the character of De Souza; 
that he was no slave trader, but the viceroy of the king of Dahomey at 
Whydab, and had nothing whatever to do with slave dialing. He, more- 


over, stated to me that he did not go into Whydah to trade with De Souza, 
without first seg the sanction of Mr. President Maclean, and then of 
the 


the captain o uzzard, who said there was no objection whatever to 


his going to bel bevy to trade with De Souza; that it was his duty to en- 
courage, not to impede the legal trade of British ships. 

“ The above fucts I am ready to substantiate, if necessary, on oath, 

“T have, &c. 
(Signed) “R. Ri Mappen, 
** Commissioner of Inquiry on the Western Coast of Africa, 
“To Captain Tucker, Commander of the Squadron 
on the Western Coast of Africa.” 

Captain Tucker immediately proceeded to Accra in search of the vessel, 
and found her there. On examining the books and papers ‘of the captain, 
no doubt was left on his mind of the trading carried on between the captain 
and De Souza, and at the time too when her Majesty’s ship Buzzard was 
engaged in hostile proceedings against the slave dealer De Souza; in fact, 
at the very period the British vessel of war was firing on the factory, the 
British merchant vessel was trading with its owner. The captain made a 
full admission of his having traded to a considerable extent with De Souza, 
that he had had the management of a factory himself at Whydah for several 
os and was the agent of a house whose vessel he then commanded. 

e expressed great alarm as to his state of health (being then ill of fever), 
if sent to Sierra Leone, and begged of Captain Tucker, in consideration of 
the general nature of the practice, and the ignorance of its illegality that 
had hitherto existed, that he would not detain his vessel ; and, on his giving 
a solemn undertaking under his hand to abstain in future from all manner 
of trading with such notorious slave dealers as De Sousa and Zangroni of 
Whydah, Captain Tucker released his vessel. 

The declaration formally made and presented to Captain Tucker, was to 
the following effect : — 

« Barque ————, Accra Roads, 23rd March, 1841. 

‘*Sir,—I hereby most solemnly promise that I will not carry, or convey, 
or cause to be carried or conveyed, or in any way assist in the convey- 
ance of any cargo or cargoes, goods or merchandise, or permit any 

ods or merchandises consigned to me to be carried or conveyed, to Mr. 

e Souza, Zangroni, or to any other slave-merchant at Whydab, or an 
other slave-trading places on the Western Coast of Africa; that I w 
arrange and wind up my mercantile transactions there with De Souza so 
soon as possible; and that I will not in any way carry on any trade there 
again, until the opinion of the government law officers be obtained, 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) 








3 

** Master of the ——, and agent to ——, 
“ To captain Williant Tucker, her Majesty’s ship Wolverine, 

senior officer on the Western Coast of Africa. — 

“‘ Signed in the presence of 
“ Henry Dumangse, Lieutenant. 
“‘ Joun F. Cxarteron, Acting Surgeon.” 

Captain Tucker, on bis return to Accra, informed me of his proceedings 
in this case, and his reasons for releasing her. He stated to me that, besides 
the declaration made by the master, he had received another communica- 
tion from him, stating that the goods he had sold to De Souza consisted of 
guns, powder, and cotton goods, to the amount of several thousand dollars ; 
that these goods were the property of others, and that he was the agent of 
them ; that he either carries out these goods with him, or they are con- 
signed to him on the coast, and come out in other British ships to him; 
that he had a factory at Whydah for ten or twelve years past belonging to 
others ; that the first agent he appointed there was a Mr. , and that 
his ao agent is a son of Mr. De Souza. 

he matter is further brought home to the owners of this vessel by the 
testimony of Lieutenant Levinge, of her Majesty’s ship Buzzard, who was 
blockading the entrance to Whydab at the period in question, and in open 
hostility with the slave-dealer De Souza. 

He informed me on board the Wolverine, then off Whydah, where the 
Buzzard was stationed, that he had entered the river when this vessel and 
another merchant ship belonging to the same house were at anchor there ; 
that he went on board the Sea Witch to make some inquiry about a slaver 
which had recently sailed from Whydah, and the master of the latter de- 
clined to give him any information on the subject. That on seeing the 
cargo of this vessel consisted of American planks, he applied to the master 
to sell him a certain number of pieces of them for the use of his vessel, 
but the master refused to do so, stating that the cargo had been brought 
there for the sole use of Mr. De Souza, and bad been already sold to him. 

This vessel was consigned to the master of the former one, and had been 
sent to America for the planks sold to De Souza; and there cannot be a 
shadow of doubt of the use for which they were intended by De Souza, 
namely, for the temporary decks of the slave-ships. These circumstances I 
requested Lieutenant Levinge to communicate in writing to Captain Tucker, 
and the remeber of a is now —__ hands. 1 cannot help re- 
peating that the Spaniards and Portuguese have certainly great reason to 
think they are eale with strangely, when they find our merchant vessels 
supplying the slave-trade factories with those very goods and stores which 
we seize and condemn their vessels for conveying to the same places. 

There are two arguments advanced by the advocates of the persons 
emp! in aiding and abetting the slave-trade, against interfering with 
what they call the innocent commerce carried on by British traders, at the 
foreign slave-dealing factories: the one is, that they are ea the 
abolition of the slave-trade by supplying these places with British goods: 
and the other is, that they are extending the trade of Great Britain by 
making these factories markets for our merchandize. 

_ These arguments are loudly and boldly set forth by the persons impli- 
cated in similar i With respect to the first argument, it is diffi- 
cult to believe they can convince us of the trath of their assertion, that the 
supplying of these factories, on our parts, is calculated to hurt the interesta 
or hinder the proceedings of the slave-dealers, 

The plain fact is, these slave-trade factories could not subsist without 
the ng m8 they receive from our merchant vessels, and the assistance 
they derive from our merchants in the various British settlements on the 
coast." They are mainly instrumental in keeping up the slave-trade, and for 
the paltry amount of trade which is done with them, but which is sufficient 
to enrich a few houses which monopolise this trade, the vast resources of 
Africa are prevented from being called forth by the continuance of the 
slave-trade ; and the general interests of English commerce are completel 
swam d by about half a dozen of individuals, who are the suppliers of th 








illegal trade in Africa with goods and stores, at the same time setting them~- 
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selves up as the su rs and defenders of the great and general com- 
mercial interests is country. But these never can be promoted by 
legal commerce to the extent ag Ape og to be, while the average profit on 
the slave-trade continues to be ow cent.; and the efforts of our squa- 
dron to crush this traffic are neutralised by the support which their facto- 
ries receive from our own fellow subjects. It is impossible to have visited 
Africa along a line of coast of some 2000 miles, and extended one’s obser- 
vations even ten miles from the coast, and not have considered the vast 
resources that might be developed in that country. This country is one 
which, if its climate were better, ought to become a new East Indies in the 
hands of England. ‘There are hardly any products which we receive from 
India that are not to be found in Africa without cultivation. But the 
hands that are’ needed for cultivation the country is deprived of by the 
slave-trade, and the aliment which is essential to the existence of it is 
derived from the vessels and establishments of three or four commercial 
houses, who bappen to have nearly the whole trade of the Gold Coast in 
their hands, and by whose proceedings the existence of the slave-trade is 
prolonged. What keeps slavery alive and flourishing in Cuba, Porto Rico, 
and the Brazils, but the power of obtaining fresh slaves as fast as they 
‘wear down the health and strength of those thev hold ? 

The vigilance of our cruisers has nearly put an end to the conveyance of 
goods from Cuba and the Brazils to the coast of Africa. The factories 
there find a new resource in British commerce, and all the exertions of 
our squadron at so enormous a cost of life and money, year after year, to 
the extent of upwards of halfa million sterling (the estimated annual cost 
of our anti-slave-trade efforts ), to prevent these factories from receiving their 
supplies and exporting the inbabitants, inasmuch as these exportations de- 
pending on such supplies, are defeated by those vessels under the British flag, 
and those traders in our settlements who afford the ships and factories of the 
slave-dealers whatever they require. And yet their aiders and abettors talk 
of promoting the abolition of the slave-trade by trading with them, of beat- 
ing the Spanish and Portuguese dealers out ot the field ; but for what pur- 
pose are the goods which the English traders sell purchased at the facto- 
ties? Why, for bartering for slaves. And to whom are the gcods sold? 
Why, to the Spanish and Portuguese dealers on the coast. And what 
description of goods are they which are chiefly disposed of to them? 
Why, guns and gunpowder ; rum and tobacco, and Manchester goods of 
the coarsest kind. But, as far as the mere carrying of the goods from Cuba 
and the Brazils to the factories in Africa, the foreigners have been already 
beaten out of the field by the vigilance of the cruisers, though it matters 
very little to the merchants in Cuba or the Brazils how they are supplied 
with them, provided they continue to receive them on the coast. 


The London house to which the Robert Heddell belonged is that 
of Forster and Smith, Mr. Forster being himself a member of the 
West African Committee of inquiry. 





ASHBURTON TREATY: THE TENTH ARTICLE. 


Playford Hall, October 24th, 1842. 

My pear Frienp, Joun Beaumont,—I have looked into the 
tenth article of the late treaty with the United States, and I will 
now ay you the result of my thoughts upon it. It was neces- 
sary for the American government, considering the great extent of 
the boundary line, and the number of American white ruffians 
who had taken advantage of it to escape the punishment due to 
their crimes by flying beyond it—it was necessary, I repeat, to 
have an article of this sort ; and I believe therefore that the Ame- 
rican government, and Lord Ashburton too, had no other object in 
view to cause the surrender of such of its white subjects as 
were criminals : but I am decidedly of opinion that the American 
slave holders will take advantage of this article, not only to go into 
Canada with their claims as before, but to go more frequent! —for 
the article says, that the proper authorities on both sides ( British 
and American) shall deliver up all persons who, being charged 
with certain crimes, shall seek an asylum in the territories of each 
other. Now the words “ali persons,” evidently include the black 
{ slave ) as well as the white population. The words are qualified 

owever, or restricted in their meaning, by their being made to 
relate only to those fugitives who have committed certain crimes. 
There is no article in the treaty which allows a fugitive slave to 
be given up merely for running away. Running away is no crime, 
according to the treaty, unless actual crime is the cause of it. Let 
us now see what those crimes are for which a criminal may be 
surrendered. They are six in number. 1, Murder. 2. Assault 
with intent to commit murder. 3. Arson. 4. Piracy. 5. Rob- 
bery. 6: Forgery. Now I think it is evident by this catalogue of 
crimes that the American president has in view the white popula- 
tion only, for I never heard of arson, piracy (according to our 
definition of it), or forgery being committed by slaves. Indeed 
they cannot commit forgery because there is only here and there a 
slave who can read or write. I wish it may be that this was the 
design of the American president, for then things will remain, with 
respect to Canada, as they were before the treaty ; and it becomes 
our government, or Lord Ashburton, to inquire whether the Ame- 
rican president views the treaty in this light. If it is meant to in- 
clude the slave population, then the treaty will be most disastrous ; 
for though the slaves do not commit some of the crimes specified, 
yet they are guilty of petty thefts. Now, does the word robbery 
include petty thefts? If it does, then the door is open to claims 
without end—to thousands of applications. I am of opinion then, 
if the treaty takes in the slave population, that the slave owners, 
encouraged by the case of Nelson Hackett, and having now a legal 
right to make claims, which they had not before, will pester our 
government in Canada with thousands of applications (considerin, 
that the fugitives now in Canada amount to 12,000 souls): indee 
that they will not be able to get through the business without 
establishing a special court for the purpose of trying the cases 
which will be brought before them. And such a court, if estab- 
lished, would have many and great difficulties to contend with. 





Lies without end would be told without scruple by the pursuers 
of the fugitive, to get him into their possession, hac ts Conmtan 
who lives on the British borders of Canada, what he thinks of these 
claims as far as they have come within hisown knowledge, and he 
will tell you that he will not believe a word of what these pursuers 
have to say. The crimes with which they charge the fugitives are 
mostly fabricated. It may be that a fugitive is now and then a 
criminal, but ninety-nine in a hundred run away solely to gain 
their liberty and avoid oppression. 

I come now to the way in which the reputed criminal is to be 
dealt with. He is to be brought before a judge or other magis- 
trate of the territory in which said 
who shall have aa hteri jurisdiction, and authority, upon complaint 
made under oath, to issue a warrant for the apprehension of the 
fugitive or person “c with crime, to the end that the 
evidence t him may be heard and considered ; and if it be 
found that the evidence of criminality be such as would justify his 
apprehension and commitment,” he is to certify the same,to the 
executive, that a warrant may issue for the surrender of such 
fugitive. The expense of apprehension and delivery to be defrayed 
by the pursuers. 

Now, if it should be that the slave-population is included in 
the treaty (which our government ought to know before parlia- 
ment meets), it becomes them totake measures to render the treaty 
innocuous, as far as the unhappy fugitives who have fled to our 
territories for protection are concerned, considering the dreadful 
punishment which awaits a runaway slave. Woe be to that gt 
creature who is given up to an enraged master! It becomes Lord 
Ashburton rae & I think as a just and humane man he would be 
pleased to do it) to persuade our government, who sent him out 
to make the treaty, to do all they can to frustrate the designs of 
these hunters after blood. ist, It strikes me, that applications for 
the restoration of fugitives will be so numerous, seeing that there 
are nearly three millions of slaves in the United States, all ready 
to run away as opportunity offers, that, to get through the business 
of a just adjudication, our government should establish a special 
court of justice for these trials. 2nd, That they should sit once 
in every month. 3rd, That they should appoint counsel to defend 
the fugitive. 4th, That the latter should be allowed to tell his 
own tale throughout, as evidence against his pursuers. 5th, That 
particular instructions should be given to get a satisfactory proof 
of the identity of person, seeing so many black poe are alike. 
6th, To have a clear understanding with the president, and this 
immediately, what is to be understood by the word “robbery.” 
Should it include every petty theft, it ought to be altered or a 
lished, and it may be altered on the soundest principles of law. No 
civilized man would desire that crimes of a serious nature should 
go unpunished, or that the offender who committed them should’ 
not be delivered up to justice ; but all wise and virtuous legisla- 
tors have proportioned the punishment to the offence. Now what 
would be the punishment of a fugitive slave for petty theft, if 
given up to an exasperated master, who has arbitrary power to 
punish in his own hands, and who would add to the crime com- 
mitted the crime of running away! He may torture him to 
death ; he may starve him to death in a dungeon ; he may whi 
him to death, as has been frequently done ; he may cut off a lim 
with an axe, as has been actually done before ; and, if he were 
brought to trial before a public court of slave-holders, they might 
sentence him to be burnt alive, and there is no remedy against any 
such punishment. The tortures which slaves have undergone for 
merely running away are too shocking to be described, and would 
not be believed unless there was such evidence as it would be 
impossible to doubt. The liability therefore to such punishments 
for petty thefts, to which would be always added the crime of 
running away, ought not to be admitted into the treaty, and this 
may consistently with justice be got rid of, on the principle ac< 
knowledged by all legislators, that these punishments are not pro- 
portioned to the offence ; and I hope, when the treaty comes before 

arliament for ratification, that parliament will not sanction it as 
it now stands, unless there should be some previous understanding 
from the president himself that the treaty was never intended to 
include in it slaves. Perhaps they may think it right to do away 
the tenth article altogether. 

I will now give you a very short history of this little colony, to 
show you that the poor people it contains, are worthy both of our 
sympathy and protection. Satie years ago, a few poor slaves fled 
from the cruelty of their masters in the United States, not know- 
ing whither they were going; but it turned out, after much 
wandering, that they found themselves in Canada; and being 
received with kindness by the inhabitants, they settled there. 
This circumstance at length became known to other slaves in the 
southern states of America, and there was of course a desire in 
them to repair to the same spot for the same purpose. Several 
attempted the journey, many of whom perished in the woods, for 
they dared not travel by the common roads for fear of being seen, 
others (for all of them were pursued) were taken, and carried 
back to their masters, by whose order they were punished in a 
most cruel manner, to deter others from following their example, 
I will not wound your feelings by any account of what the 
suffered in the perilous attempt to escape—hunger and thirst, an 
sickness and death, on their route. Such an account would be 
most heart-rending. Suffice it to say, that, after a given time, as 
many as five or six thousand found their way to this asylum of 
liberty, and, being in such numbers, they sent a deputation to our 

vernment, to entreat that they might be suffered to remain in 

ada. I was in London when the deputation arrived, and I 
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time (their numbers still increasing ddit fresh fugi- 
tives), they have built huts or cottages, cultivated the land, erected 
a place of worship, and established schools ; and they had been so 
industrious, honest, and sober, and in short had conducted them- 
selves in such an orderly and peaceable manner, as to have gained 
the good will, and and esteem of all their neighbours. 
They sent deputations again, twice in the last eight or nine years, 
to London, not to trouble the government, but to try to raise 
contributions in England for schoolmasters for their children. I 
know this, because I myself contributed twice to their funds for 
this purpose. I may now add that, at this time, their number 
amounts to about 12,000, and it is believed that full that number 
have been lost, either by being taken or omar | in their attempt 
to escape. These people then, were living comfortably, and hap- 

ily, and without the fear of ever being restored to slavery, when 
in the present year, certain persons from the United States came 
within dhe boundaries of Canada, to demand the restoration of 
Nelson ‘Hackett to the authorities of Arkansas, being an alle 
fugitive from justice. The persons who came upon this 
errand brought with them regular papers, having the appear- 
ance of being correctly made out, and presented them to the 
authorities in Canada, the consequence of which was, that 
the governor-general did, on the 17th of January, 1842, surrender 
the said Nelson Hackett to be delivered up to the executive of 
Arkansas. This step created a great sensation in that part of 
Canada where it took place. The poor fugitives settled there were 
seized with terror lest it should be their turn next, after all their 
sufferings, to be delivered up to their blood-thirsty masters, and 
the heads of the population of the place were so interested in their 
behalf, that they met together and passed resolutions to be pre- 
sented to the governor-general, to prevent for the future, as they 
say, * such wicked and dangerous proceedings. 

And now, my dear friend, if the tenth article should include the 
slave as well as the free population, and if it should be ratified by 
parliament, you may depend upon it that one poor fugitive after 
another will be picked out by the slave hunters of the United 
States, and claimed ; and thus this noble colony of poor, but in- 
dustrious and honest men, will be frittered away by degrees, and 
lost to this country for ever. And is it of no consequence to our 
national character, as wel] asour interests, that such a colony should 
be broken up! that their chapels, schools, and cottages should be 
left to go to ruin, and that their little farms and gardens, put into 
cultivation with so much labour, should become a wilderness 
again? This colony amounts already to 12,000 souls, and in a few 
ag would probably double its numbers, and, if I may credit my 

t letters from America, treble it. They already consume our 
manufactures, and would consume them to a greater extent as 
they increased in numbers by fresh fugitives, and by births. Is 
this a matter of no consideration to us! Is it not again of some 
consequence, amidst the disaffection which prevails in Canada, to 
have a little colony attached to this country b titude, which 
would show their loyalty to us, and tan 4 re and water to 
serve ust But I will say no more on this subject than fiat justitia, 
ruat celum. It was a law of Moses by the divine command, that a 
fugitive slave should not be returned to his master. “ Thou shalt 
not deliver unto his master the servant which is escaped from his 
master unto thee.”—( Exodus xxiii. 15). I am sure that Lord 
Ashburton would not be easy in his mind if this little colony 
should be broken up, and the inhabitants of it, by his own act, 
should be delivered again into slavery. 

I remain, my dear Friend, yours affectionately, 
(Signed ) Tuomas CLARKSON. 
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NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Subscriptions and Donations to the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
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the Society's Office, 27, New Broad Street, London. 

Communications for the Editor of the Anti-slavery Reporter also should 
be sent to the Office of the Society, as above. 
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Our readers will see that the application made to Lord Stanley by 
the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Committee, for an interview 


in relation to the Trinidad ordinance has not been successful. 


His lordship “is waiting,” Mr. Stephen says, “for further 


- explanation on the subject of it from the legal authorities of the 


colony.” In the meanwhile, “ the signification of the Queen’s 
pleasure will be deferred ;” but the obnowious ordinance nevertheless 
will be in operation. 





NEITHER time nor space was afforded us in our last to do more 
than notice in general terms the courtesy with which the British 
and Foreign Anti-Slavery Committee were received by Lord Pal- 
merston. In now reverting to his reply to the address of that 
body, we may express our unfeigned satisfaction at the evident 
warmth and honesty of his hostility to the slave-trade. For him 
it was sees not unnatural to dwell largely on the value of armed 
efforts for the suppression of the slave-trade. It can scarcely be 
necessary to say that, in his views on this point, the Committee do 

sympathize. It is their principle to seek the extinction of the 


not 
slave-trade by the abolition of slavery ; and to seek the abolition 








both of slavery and the slave-trade exclusively by pacific means. 
Undoubtedly it would have afforded them very great pleasure had 
they found the sentiments of Lord Palmerston coincident with 
their own. His lordship, indeed, makes a near approach to them, 
when he admits that “ the slave-trade cannot be permanently abo- 
lished until the condition of slavery shall have ceased to exist ; be- 
cause, so long as slavery any where prevails, there will be a great 
temptation held out to unprincipled men to carry on that criminal 
traffic.” It is, of course, the permanent extinction of the slave- 
trade which is to be desired ; and not merely its coerced reduction 
to a state of inaction from which it would spring into life again the 
moment that force should be removed. 

We cannot suffer this matter to pass away, without one word in 
relation to the very remarkable degree of attention which the 
public press has directed to it. Little could it have been supposed 
that so simple and customary a proceeding as the presentation of 
an address to a person who, as a erry prem! had rendered 
important service to a cause which the parties he d dear, would 
have attracted so much regard. In so far the purpose of the 
Committee has been effectively promoted, for their proceeding has 
been well advertized. Ifthe excitement produced by it may be 
taken as a measure, either of the interest associated in the public 
mind with questions of slavery and slave-trade, or of the import- 
ance attached to the operations of the British and Foreign Anti- 
Slavery Society, we shall find it an additional source of gratifi- 
cation. 





Pusuic attention has been much excited by a despatch which 
Lord Aberdeen has addressed to the lords of the admiralty, con- 
veying the opinion of the Queen’s advocate, “ that the blockading 
rivers, landing and destroying buildings, and carrying off persons 
held in slavery, in countries with which Great Britain is not at 
war, cannot be considered as sanctioned by the law of nations, or 
by the provisions of any existing treaties.” These practices will 
of course be discontinued, and the system of armed suppression of 
the slave-trade, ineffectual always, become still more ineffectual. 
We are very little concerned in this matter ; inasmuch as the 
method of armed intervention is altogether repudiated by us. 
The only observation we have to offer is, that every demonstration 
of the inefficiency of coercive modes of putting down the slave- 
trade, attaches increasing value and importance to the use of those 
which—in the words of the constitution of the British and Foreign 
Anti-slavery Society—are “ moral, religious, and pacific.” 


WE are sorry to see a portion of the public press lend itself to the 
accusations which interested parties have long been bringing against 
one of the most faithful and disinterested functionaries ever found 
in the service of his country. Mr. Turnbull, the Times assures 
us, “ has been tampering with the Spanish slaves” in the island of 
Cuba, “‘ with intemperate zeal, and unauthorized interference.” 
It is of course, beyond our power to enter into details in a matter 
in which even the grounds of accusation are not laid open, nor need 
we fear that Mr. Turnbull will not be well able to vindicate him- 
self. At the present moment, however, quite enough is known to 
show by what means this gentleman may have provoked the hos- 
tility of the Spanish authorities, without having done anything for 
which an Englishman should blame him, In his reply to the 
address presented to him at Nassau, as reported in our last, he says 
that “a vast number of British born subjects are at this moment 
the bondsmen and the bondswomen of the Spaniard. Since my 
arrival in Nassau,” he adds, “I have found my way to evidence: 
sufficient, I trust, to establish the birth-right of several 
hundreds of such persons.” It is, no doubt, the inquiries by which 
British subjects held in pontegs Cuba have been discovered and 
identified, which the Cuban planters denounce as tampering with 
their slaves; and they will naturally quarrel with the authority, 
and disapprove of the zeal, of any functionary who may pursue 
such a course. But are Englishmen going to load him with re- 
res or is the British bhaer mapa irre By rebuke him for this * 

s it henceforth to be a crime for a British functionary to sympa- 
thise with British subjects illegally held as slaves, and as much 
entitled to their freedom as ourselves? According to the Times 
it isto be so; and we. are to abandon our fellow subjects to so 
horrible a fate, because the planters of Cuba say—* Oh! don’t 

ick out British subjects from our estates, for, if you do, we shall 
fave an insurrection !”? There would be no insurrection in Cuba, 
if Spaniards would “do justly and love mercy.” 


Tue American papers announce the decease of the Rev. W. 
Channing, D.D., on the 2nd of October, at Bennington, Vermont. 
Although never identified with the abolitionists in the United 
States, he has for several years rendered most important service to 
the anti-slavery cause, by repeated productions of his eloquent 
and vigorous pen. Clear thought, noble sentiment, and high in- 
tegrity, strikingly characterized him ; and his life uired for 
him a measure of social and public influence. His last effort 
in the cause of human freedom was an extemporanedus, but much 
admired address on the results of British emancipation, delivered 
at a meeting held on the Jst of August last. His memory will be 
honoured by all friends of liberty and justice. 





We scarcely need direct attention to a letter on the tenth article 
of our recent treaty with the United States from the pen of 
Thomas Clarkson. It is an admirable letter, both for head and 
heart, and will well repay perusal, 
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Tue Trinidad Standard states that the number of immigrants 
introduced into that island is equal to that of its labouring popu- 
lation at the date of freedom ; but that the number of ds 
employed in agricultural labour is not greater than it was then. 
Assuming this to be a correct statement, it would yet require to 
be known what proportion of the old and new try respec- 
tieely have eschewed field labour, before any satisfactory inference 
could be drawn from it. One of our contemporaries (the Colonial 
Gazette) deems it “a lesson on the necessity of auxiliary mea- 
sures, to*insure full effect to immigration ;” that is to say, 
an evidence that immigration alone will not answer the purpose 
of the planters. Perhaps so; we ourselves have had suspicions 
of this sort. He demands restrictions on the purchase of land, 
and a more stringent vagrancy law. The Trinidadians mean- 
while are prepering for our apprenticeship. Let the free immi- 
grants look well to what is bekie them, 





THE TRINIDAD ORDINANCE. 


TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE LORD STANLEY, HER MAJESTY’S PRINCIPAL 
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES, &c. &c. 


My Lorv,—The Committee of the British and Foreign Anti- 
Slavery Society venture respectfully to call your lordship’s atten- 
tion to the following statement of facts, connected with the recent 
enactment of an ordinance in Trinidad, having reference to the 
introduction of liberated Africans from St. Helena into that 
colony, and to express the conviction they entertain of its evil 
character and tendency. 

On the 7th September, 1838, a royal order in council, regulating 
contracts in the crown colonies, was, after long and mature con- 
sideration, issued by the government, and was designed not only 
to correct the great abuses which then existed, but to serve two 
important purposes ; viz. first, to secure to all labourers who 
might be induced to emigrate to them complete freedom in the 
selection of their employments, on arrival ; and, secondly, to pro- 
tect them from fraud and violence under such contracts as they 
might enter into with employers of their own choice. It was 
also intended that this order in council should be the model for 
legislation on the same point in the chartered colonies, and as 
poy os was transmitted to them by the government for their 
guidance. 

In calling your lordship’s attention to the foregoing facts, the 
Committee of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society 
advert, neither to the tardy and inefficient manner in which the 
chartered colonies have adopted the provisions of the model 
ordinance (some indeed have wholly refused or neglected to do 
so), nor to the consequences, which have resulted therefrom ; nor, 
to the suspension of the ordinance in so far as skilled labourers or 
artizans from this country are concerned, in order to meet the 
wishes of the planters ; but to the very alarming deviation from, 
or rather supercession of, its wise and humane enactments, by the 
ordinance recently passed by the governor and legislative council 
of Trinidad. 

On Sunday, the 26th June last, there arrived at Port of Spain 
the barque Chieftain, from St. Helena, having on board 233 
liberated Africans. The immigration ordinance of Trinidad not 
having contemplated a supply of this class of labourers from that 
island, no provision had been made to cover the expenses of their 
voyage, and as a remuneration to their importer, as from Sierra 
Leone and other places, Availing himself of this circumstance 
his Excellency the governor caused an ordinance to be frame 
forthwith, not, as might have been naturally expected, for the 

urpose of placing St. Helena on the same footing as Sierra Leone, 
but to bring the newly arrived Africans under a system of com- 
pulsory contracts, in which they are allowed no choice, either of 
employment, employer, or locality ; and by which they are placed 
for twelve months at the disposal of such planters as will consent 
to pay a stipulated premium ey head to the government, for the 
privilege of having them. As to the amount of w the form 
of payment, whether in money or otherwise, the kind and amount 
of fakoor to be exacted, or the mode in which that labour is to be 
enforced, the Committee can form no judgment from the ordi- 
nance. It is evident, however, that whatever premium may be 
paid to the government by the planters will be deducted from 
any sum they might have earned during their state of bondage ; 
and thus a double wrong will be inflicted on them, first in virtually 
depriving them of the privilege of a free passage, which is accorded 
to all immigrants under the emigration ordinance ; and, ys 
in degetent them of their freedom, which is guaranteed by the 
royal order in council of 1838. 
The eager haste, with which this ordinance was passed by the 
overnor and legislative council of Trinidad, vates, in the 
judgment of the Committee, so unjust and injudicious a law. In 
whatever light it may be rded, it is wholly unnecessary as it 
relates to the African imm t; while it is equally unwise in 
view of emigration from the British settlements in Africa, so much 
coveted at the present time. It is impossible to conceive that the 
people and legislature of this country will ever consent to the 
re-establishment of a system of involuntary and coerced labour, 
for any period, however limited, or under any pretext, however 
plausible, in the West India colonies; and the Committee trust 
that your lordship will firmly resist this odious attempt to 
deprive the liberated Africans of their freedom, while they 
are a gag and friendless, and subjected by circumstances over 
which they had no control to the power of the government. Up 
to the passing of his Trinidad ordinance, the Committee would 
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remark, no law of the kind was found necessary in any: of the 


colonies to which this class had been introduced ; and the idea of 


their coming to them less free than others, was wholly repu 

If im tion is to be free, it must not only be spontaneous and 
unbought in the regions from whence it flows, but the immigrants 
must be unrestricted, both in law and in fact, in the British 
colonies ; otherwise it never can be tolerated by a humane and 
righteous government. 

But, my lord, it is not only on the ground of the glaring injus- 
tice inflicted on the a? Africans subjected to the operation of 
the Trinidad ordinance that the Committee deprecate its enactment, 
but as affording a vicious precedent, which will certainly be fol- 
lowed by the other colonies of the British crown wanting this class 
of immigrants ; and they have little doubt that, if this ordinance 
receive the sanction of the crown, pretexts will not be wanti 
for extending the period of compulsory contracts beyond the year, 
and for bringing every class of immigrants, and even the emanci- 
— classes, under similar obligations. There will thus be insi- 

yj revived the detestable system of slavery, to remedy the 
will of which it has been proved no legislation is adequate, short 
of its utter extinction. 

Holding these views, the result of a long experience of colonial 
law and practice, and looking to the future, and to the force which 
the example of England in legislating for her colonies must neces- 
sarily exert on foreign powers, the Committee feel it to be their 
solemn duty to enter their decided and emphatic protest against 
the Trinidad ordinance. They would respectfully call upon your 
lordship to recommend to her Majesty the immediate disallowance 
of it, to preserve, in all its integrity, the royal order in council of 
the 7th September, 1838, regulating contracts, and to oppose with 
the whole weight of government every departure thereon ; and, 
further, to make it an imperative rule, that in future no immi- 
gration law, passed by any of the chartered colonies, shall receive 
the sanction of the crown without previous provision having been 
made that the said order in council shall become the law of such 
colonies. 

On behalf of the Committee, 
(Signed ) Joun Scosrz, Secretary. 
27, New Broad Street, 5th October, 1842, 


REPLY. 
Colonial Office, 25th, October, 1842. 

S1r,—I am directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 5th inst., stating that you are requested by 
the Committee of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society to 
forward to his lordship the copy of a memorial on the Trinidad 
Ordinance recently passed relative to the liberated Africans intro- 
duced into the colony, and which they are anxious to present to 
his lordship by deputation ; and I am to i that you will 
acquaint the Committee of the Anti-Slavery Society that the ordi- 
nance to which they advert has been received at this department, 
and that his lordship is waiting for a further explanation on the 
subject of it from the legal authorities of the colony. 

1 am also desired to state, that in the meanwhile the significa- 
tion of the Queen’s pleasure will be deferred. 

I am Sir, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) ‘James STEPHEN, 
J. Scosrz, Ese. 





THE THIRD ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BRITISH AND 
FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 


WE briefly referred to this document in our last, and we beg now 
to repeat our earnest recommendation of it. The Appendix con- 
sists of about one hundred and fifty closely printed, and 
contains very varied but most interesting matter, not only for 
permanent record, but for immediate perusal. We hope that sub- 
scribers to the society will make good: use of the copies to which 
they are entitled, and that all persons interested in the general 
subject of slavery and the slave-trade will awail themselves of the 
opportunity of acquiring so large a mass of valuable materials for 
the small sum of one shilling and sixpence. The following extract 
at once relates to an important subject, and exhibits a sample of 
the luminous and effective method in which the various topics are 
treated. 
PERU. 


On the 5th June, 1837, a treaty was concluded between Great Britain 
and the confederation of Peru-Bolivia, the 14th article of which contained 
the following stipulation :—‘ The government of the Peru-Bolivian confe- 
deration engages to co-operate with his Britannic Majesty for the total 
abolition of the slave-trade, and to probibit all persons inhabiting within 
the territories of the Peru-Bolivian confederation, and subject to their 
jurisdiction, in the most effectual manner, and by the most solemn laws, 
from taking any share in such trade.” 

Since Peru separated from Bolivia, the British agent in the former hag 
been directed to open a negociation for a treaty with that republic, on the 
basis of the treaty of 1835 with Spain; but the Peruvian government, 
alleging that the constitution of Peru does not authorise treaties with any 
other states than those of America, declined to enter into the proposed 
negociation. The true reason, however, for refusing to oe the 
treaty will be found in the following extract of a letter from Mr. Wilson, 
consul-general in Peru, to Viscount Palmerston, dated Lima, January 
11th, 1840. 

‘*I profited by this pokes to invoke the serious attention of the 
government of his Excellency General Gamarra to the circumstance, not 
only of the injurious moral effect upon the national character of Peru, but 
also of the general impolicy and fruitlessness of attem , by legi 
or other means, to encourage a trade in slaves from New Grenada or the 
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the customary 
t immediately becoming free. ; 
© At the time of sending in this note I waited upon Mr. Ferreiros, for the 
of to what extent his ——— was prepared to 
erreiros, made no hesitation 
of slaves from the Brazils, or any other 
country but Africa, would be favoured by his government ; who with this 
object was fully resolved, upon the arrivel of the first cargo of slaves in 


encourage the traffic in slaves ; and he, Mr. 
in to me that the import 


Peru, to the decree issued on the 24th November, 1821, by General 
San Martin, declaring that ‘any slave arriving from that date in Peru 
should become free by the mere act of setting bis foot upon the Peruvian 
terri , * * . 
ns > to this interview with Mr. Ferreiros, I, in common with every 
individual who bas perused the law, and who is possessed of a particle of 
humanity, have been scandalised by the publication of a law issued by the 
ss of Huancayo on the 27th November, declaring that the children 
of slaves declared free by the decree of the 12th Angust, 1821, shall 
remain under the protection of the owners of their fathers until they shall 
attain the age of fifty years ; and authorising the masters to cede their so- 
called patronage to a third party, by any of the means sanctioned by the 
law for the transmission of rights. 

“ This law robs of their birthright men declared by law to be born free, 
and dooms them to a state of continuous slavery, until the period of their 
lives at which, in the debilitating and unhealthy climate of Peru, manual 
labour can no longer be available to a task-master, and when life itself, in 
these unfortunate men, is weve 4 but disease and wretchedness. 

* By a supreme decree, dated 24th November, 1821, it is enacted, that as 
@ just remuneration of the expenses incurred by the master in the main- 
tenance and education of their freed men, particularly in their infancy, 
these are obliged to serve their patrons till the age to be thereafter deter- 
mined by law—namely, twenty-one years. 

“ The so-called patrons have, however, universally neglected to perform 
this their duty imposed by law towards their freed men, whom, on the 
contrary, o> § have kept in an unmitigated state of slavery ; nevertheless, 
in the second article of. the preamble of the law under discussion, it is set 
forth as a justification for retaining these freed men in slavery till the 
of fifty years, that they have neglected to procure education for their chil- 
dren under the protection of their former masters—that is, under the pro- 
tection of men who with impunity have set at defiance the law which im- 
posed upon them the duty of educating these very freed men, in whom it 
is thus denounced as a crime that they have omitted to procure an 
education for their children from patrons who have withheld it from 
themselves. 

**It is a lamentable fact, that the congress of Huancayo, by consenting to 
the before mentioned omission in the constitution of the usual guarantee 
onpreney the bes pee of slaves into Peru, and by the promulgation of the 

w above refe to, has been induced to set at defiance a vital principle 
of universal morality, and of Peruvian national policy—namely, the com- 
plete extirpation of the traffic in slaves, and of slavery itself, in Peru, out 
of deference alone to the personal interests of three large slave-holders, 
political partisans of the actual government. 

“* The curse of Savery is, therefore, another of the many evils inflicted 
upon Peru by the ove w therein, by the arms of Chili, of the honest 
and enlightened government of his Excellency General Santa Cruz, which 
stood formally pledged to conclude with Great Britain a treaty for the en- 
tire suppression of the slave-trade, and for declaring the crime of slave- 
trade piracy.” (Slave-trade Papers, Class D, 1840, pp. 34, 35.) 

The British government have remonstrated in strong language against 
the course taken by the Peruvian authorities, and hold them bound by 
the Peru-Bolivian treaty of 1837, to prohibit the slave-trade in the 
most effectual manner, and by the most solemn laws. (Bandinel, pp. 
259, 260.) 





ANGLO-MALTESE ANTI-SLAVERY ASSOCIATION. . 
(From the Malta Times). 


We received with gratitude and delight the signature of the 
address to her Majesty the Queen, for the abolition of the slave- 
trade in the Mediterranean, by the British residents of Alexandria. 
We offer to Colonel Barnett our warmest We look upon 
Egypt as the second source of this infamous traffic in the Medi- 
terranean, Tripoli being the first. We admire the courage of our 
countrymen, who, whether the Queen’s immediate officers or not, 


boldly put their signature and seal against the diabolical traffic 
os tb tadineend oak 


and souls of men. We are very —- ing 
that Mehemet Ali will prefer the honest fame of Europe, and the 
gratitude ofall mankind, to the miserable and blood-stained gains 
of bartering in human fiesh. His highness is not insensible to the 
applause of the Christian princes of a, + alin 4 then should he 

itate to do an act which will render him respected by all the 


philanthropists of the world? 
Bengasi, 13th September, 1842. 
‘Dear Srr,—I have much pleasure in acknowledging your 
favour of the 3rd instant, , at the request of the lo- 
Maltese Association for the abolition of slavery, a memorial 
addressed to her Majest: one Be oe of England in behalf of these 
r unfortunate , which I return herewith, it having been 
most ily every European residing here, much to 
thcir honour and eet : 

* Owing to the untimely end so Abgelleel, I fear that the 
abolition of this inhuman traffic in the fiesh and blood of our 
fellow-creatures will be delayed yet a while. Nevertheless I am 


- induced to hope, in consequence of the strenuous efforts which are 
continued 


d to be made by your noble institution at Malta, sup- 
ported by our rerescenens 6 hoken. Sant- aa exertions in the end 
will be cro with complete success. I need not say it will at 


all times afford me the highest gratification and satisfaction, to 








brought to consult his own interest and that of humanity in 
general. Believe me, dear Sir, yours very truly, : 


; : “J. Woon. 

“P. S.—During the — year about 1400 slaves have been 
a po at this for Smyrna, Constantinople, and other parts of 
the Levant. © average exportation is not’ generally so great ; 


the increase may therefore be attributed to the fear the slave- 
holders are still labouring under of seeing the traffic abolished on 
this coast, which they’seem to expect will sooner or later be the 
case. 

“The other day two caravans arrived here, one from Fezzan and 
the other from Wadai, bringing with them about one hundred and 
fifty of these suffering people, who will also be shipped off as quick 
as possible. They are conveyed in Turkish vessels, the trade, as 
in Tripoli, being now entirely confined to that ~, - 

* J, Woop.” 





LORD STANLEY AND THE SLAVE-TRADE, 


WE copy the following article, without comment, from a French 
paper, Le Siecle. It was communicated by M. Scheelcher. 


The Marquess of Normanby, then colonial secretary, was informed in 
1839 that a Spanish slave-trader, Los dos Amigos, had been admitted to free 
trade at Cape Coast, an English establishment on the Gold Coast. The last 
whig ministry sent, after this information, Dr. Richard Madden to the 
western coast of Africa, to examine if English commerce, in the English, 
Spanish, or Portuguese establishments, participated in the slave-trade. The 
result of the mission was that the slave-trade was kept up by English 
commerce and English money. Dr. Madden found that the slavers took 
in provisions at the English establishments, and that the English gave to 
the slave factories clothes and ammunition necessary for this infamous 
trade. He found besides that slavery existed in several of the possessions 
of England on the Gold Coast. Dr. Madden made a report in conse- 
quence. Amongst other things he recommended a suit in law against one 
of the great Leake houses, Messrs. Forster and Smith, as having assisted 
the slave-trade, and having employed one of its vessels, the Robert Heddle, 
in furnishing special merchandise for the trade to a man of the name of 
Souza, a known slave trader, established at Whydah. The whig ministry 
highly approved of this, and seemed disposed to enter into a suit against 
the house of Forster and Smith. Things were at this point when the tory 
ministry was formed. Lord Stanley, having been made colonial secretary, 
took into consideration the report of Dr. Madden, and then named a com- 
mittee of inquest upon the state of the English possessions on the western 
coast of Africa. This commission was evidently formed to destroy the 
effect of the report of Dr. Madden. It was composed, with few excep- 
tions, of the political friends of the ministry, and amongst them was the 
very man, Mr. Forster, against whom Dr. Madden had spoken. The report 
of this committee and its depositions have been printed ; Mr. Forster has been 
the principal interrogator of Dr. Madden upon the criminal act of which he 
accuses the house of Forster and Smith. It is needless to say that the 
report of the rey committee is a complete apology of the English 
merchants. Dr. Madden persists in his report of the relations of this 
house with the trade ; the committee has absolved them, and Lord Stanley 
has already revoked the orders given by the last ministry, which were that 
the cruisers Should seize all English vessels trafficking with the slavers or 
their purveyors. The Colonial-office, instead of opposing the cupidity of the 
speculators, takes upon itself to protect a trade declared illegal, only 
because the toleration procures gain to the manufacturers and ship- 
owners of Great Britain. Lord Stanley has become a traitor to the cause 
which he formerly supported, in order to avoid embarrassments caused by 
the discontent of the merchants. It is but too true; the cabinet of St. 
James’s has abandoned the cause of the negros; the friends of humanity 
ought to be afflicted by this change of feeling towards them ; for England 
thus deprives herself of all moral force for completing the destruction of 
slavery, which it had so energetically begun. What authority can England 
preserve, when it brings the negros by force into their colonies, and there 
condemns them to an ement of a year, at least? What authority 
could it have to prevent others from following the trade? Violence alone 
could practise a charity of this kind. The question is, will France allow . 
England to exercise such violence? It is tobe hoped that the press will 
league against this weakness ; the honour of the country and humanity 
command it to act. France and Great Britain are bound by formal 
conventions for the abolition of the trade; therefore it is an injury to 
France to wish to revive this infamous traffic under any name whatever. 
Besides, France, by opposing it, will but obey the old and generous tradi- 
tions which have always made it the protector of the weak. M. Guisot’s 
ministry may shake off its fear of England ; it would the more easily obtain 
redress from the cabinet of St. James’s, because it is in opposition to public 
opinion. Let us take care not to confound the English nation, which de- 
sires the abolition of slavery with its government, which wishes, at any 
price, to give men to its transatlantic colonies.” 





Papers from the Mauritius have been received to the 6th of May. 
—The despatch of Lord Stanley for raising the interdict by which the 
introduction and employment of Indian labourers was prohibited till fur- 
ther orders and consideration, had been received with great satisfaction. 
A communication was forthwith drawn up and addressed to the Governor- 
General of India, soliciting his consent and co-operation in conformity for 
the emigration of Indian labourers, and advising him that the island legis- 


for the object.— 


a ee 





lature had already allocated funds to the extent of £25,000 as provision 
| Herald. 
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GERMANY. 


A Lonpow correspondent of the Leipzic Gazette has written as 
follows to the-editor of that journal, in reference to the recent 
pamphlet of Mr. Abdy, entitled American Whites and Blacks. 

“ Tt is flattering to us that the opinionsentertained in Germany on 
the negro question are not viewed with indifference pts po 3 for, 
though confined to European matters from want of colonial relations, 
we can have no direct interest in the practical result of this discus- 
sion, it would not have been singular if the English had cared nothing 
how we considered their philanthropy, if political combinations, 
attached to the right of search not given more immediate 
importance to such sentiments. A pamphlet, just published here 
on the coloured people, in answer to the Conversations Lexicon, 
&c., is, however, exempt entirely from these last considerations 
and confined in its view to the subject matter. We would wish 
it translated into German, as it is calculated to excite discussion, 
and may lead to the determination of points in dispute, relative not 
only to the blacks, but to the position in which the different races 
of mankind stand to one another, The author, well known in 
England by a work on the United States, observes very justly, 
that it is very desirable this question should be thoroughly under- 
stood in Germany, as the influence of its press is commensurate 
with the extension of its language, and is free from that suspicion 
of partiality which colonial interests attach to most other countries 
in Europe. Though the author is modest — to hope the 
cause will find a more able advocate yet it may be asserted that 
English philanthropy could not easily have sent a more vigorous 
combatant into the held. With an extensive knowledge of the 
subject and appropriate wit, he has succeeded in striking some 

blows against his adve . He is free too from man 
narrow-minded prejudices, being decidedly opposed to the African 
colonization theory, though naturally attached to his own. He 
is equally uninfluenced by political considerations, for he looks 
upon the measures of his goverament for the suppression of the 
slave-trade as inoperative. The pamphlet is very well written ; 
it is clear, however, that the writer does not rise above certain 
neralizations of no great depth, more especially when he extends 
his views on negro slavery to those influences which the coloured 
race may be supposed to have on the and future destinies of 
the human family. Are these tribes wild, but capable of civiliza- 
tion? Or are they degenerated and irreclaimable? Our philan- 
thropists here are at no loss for an answer. They put all colours, 
white, black, &c., into the same crucible, They imagine uni- 
versally that the mental state of the coloured tribes is the same 
with that of our German and oe ancestors in the early 
and is therefore equally susceptible of improvement, the whites 
being responsible for their present imperfections. Many an Eng- 
lish philanthropist sees in his enthusiastic visions some future 
Bacon: or Shakspeare on the banks of the Niger, as he once 
appeared on the banks of the Thames. Such inconsiderate kinds of 
assimilation and juxtaposition lead to very singular conclusions, 
as we see in the present production ; the author of which is led so 
far by the inductions of his ap eel humanity, as to combat the 
sympathy which Europe has shown for the Poles and Circassians. 
The favourite idea among many of these philanthropists is a general 
amalgamation of races and nationalities, collected, as it were, into 
one vast establishment, to be governed by some frosty quakerism, 
or some deadly despotism. According to them, distin inctions 
arise from human prejudice. Such views are not without prac- 
tical value, in ‘great as well as in small matters. Had not the 
philanthropists, for the sake of the African barbarians, treated 
most unjustly, both by word and pen, their white brethren in 
Natal, these latter would not have SO € rated as we find 
by trustworthy accounts they are against the English. 
rations often lead to the reverse of what was imtended ; and it is 
not unlikely that this ep fraternisation (gleichmacherei ) 
may at last fail, by forcing on the question whether the coloured 
are really destined by providence to perfect equality with the 
whites. This question is not to be decided by any favourite 
generalisation of philanthropy. A higher degree bf science can 
alone offer a solution, as Martins has evinced in his opinion on the 
North American Indians ; and so far we may perfectly agree with 
the author, that these matters should be thoroughly investigated 
in Germany.” 

This last sentence is genuine Germanism, and the whole effusion 
is as creditable to the writer’s modesty, as to his knowledge of 
English feelings and English literature. 





HMriscellanea. 

Jamatca.—Since our last advices, the West Indian, Captain 
Hodnett, has arrived at Port Morant, with 179 Africans from Sierra J.eone. 
It will be recollected that the Kingston, Capt. Sergeant, was the last vessel 
from that place, leaving but a few Africans behind, most of whom were 
shortly after put on board a Demerara ship. At this period the West Indian 
had but a few stragglers on board. Fortunately, however,two vessels of 
war arrived with 800 people, taken a few da before from the barracoons 
at the Ambrys, which enabled the, West Indian to complete her com- 
plement, and sail for Jamaica. - Most of the le by this vessel are boys. 
About the same time the Traveller, which left this island sometime in the 
month of March for St. Helena, arrived at Lucea with 99 Africans—all 
males—the females having refused to come. It is » we be- 
lieve, to despatch another vessel to St. Helena.—Falmouth Post, 

Tux First or Avucust.—Among the resolutions adopted at the 
various public meetings in Jamaica, on the Ist of August, we find the 


* 


yt ope) a oe 
Spices Teen Sete 
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| following in the Baptist Herald ; the one referring to Mr. Sturge and the 


other to Mr. Clarkson. 

That, on the return of another festival of our freedom we desire that the 
renowned philanthropist, Joseph Sturge, Esq., whom it is our own 
pleasure to denominate the i tigable and universal friend of the 
oppressed and degraded slave, know, that he and his fellow. 
labourers, the members and a of the Anti-slavery Committee, 

ssess an eminent place in our hearts ; and, whilst we cherish a lively 
impression of their exertions in uprooting and demolishing slavery from 
— we of “ore ayer globe, we shall make it oar y genre be to 
a t of our energies, physically, morally and practi , to prove 
that Britiah freedom has rae a a as peu us that shall redount to 
the glory and honour of himself and co-workers, in d ing slavery 

bout the world ; and that a copy of this resolution be to 
Joseph Sturge, Esq., and to the secretary of the British and Foreign Anti- 
slavery Society. 

That, in celebrating another anniversary of enfranchisement from British 
West India slavery, our reflections are ‘Ted back to the difficulties, trials, 
and persecutions of those whose glory it was to bear the heat of the battle, 
in forming and founding an association for the destruction of such laws, 
customs, and practices, as bound down the soul and energies of man to the 
will and caprice of his fellow-creature ; and in the remembrance of these 
noble and virtuous characters, it is our happiness to record that God in hig 
mercy has prolonged the life of one of the foremost of these, the venerable 
Thomas Clarkson, to see the fruits of his labour. 

_ Fifty-seven years ago the heart of this honoured man became the depo- 
sitory of the sacred truth, that “‘ Ir was NOT RIGHT TO MAKE SLAVES OF 
OTHERS AGAINST THEIR WILL;” and, from that period to the latest moment 
of his unbounded zeal and efforts in the great cause of humanity, he has 
laboured to establish the principle upon which he based the whole struc- 
ture of his valuable public life. 

It now becomes our duty, and we feel it to be our privilege, enjoying as 


Y | we do the rights and liberties of free British subjects, to present this testi- 


mony of our gratitude to the only living forerunner and coadjutor who 
assisted in making and swelling the torrent which swept away the slave- 
trade and slavery from out of the dominions of the British monarch ; and in 
requesting our pastor, the Rev. Walter Dendy, to present this tribute of 
our esteem and veneration of the virtues of this benefactor and friend of 
the African race ; he will also be pleased to convey to him that we shall 
make it a religious duty to present our petitions at a throne of grace, that 
in his declining years he may be itted to enjoy that peace and rest 
on earth, in fore-knowledge of the peace and rest in the eternity of his 
heavenly Father’s mansions. 

Lorps St. Vinerent anv SEaForp have ordered the whole of 
their estates in Jamaica to be sold immediately.— Falmouth Post. 

Tue Crops in Jamaica are so large, that, after having loaded all 
the vessels there, it was necessary to send to other islands for more ships 
to bring produce to England, 

InrEGuLAR Pay versus Contrnvous Lazsour.—The Baptist 
Herald, adverting to the loud complaints made by the planters of the want 
of continuous labour, says—“ If labourers could but write for the press, 
they would say on their parts they had much reason to complain or che 
want of continuous pay. If we are rightly informed, there is on the 
southside a parish, where, on one estate, the people have had no pay since 
February, yet they continue to work on the estzte, soing to other places 
occasionally for the purpose of seeking subsistence. as the labourers have 
not as yet learnt the art of living entirely upon air. On another estate the 
people received a dollar each in March, with a promise that after cro 
sugar should be sold purposely to pay them, but this was never done. On 
a third estate, the plan pursued is to pay only in goods, and in nothing but 
goods from the store th 
exacted from every individual in a family who is able to labour for rent. 
On the fourth, fifth, and sixth estates, the people are paid, not in money, but 
in sugar and rum ; for the former article, sugar, they are said to be charged 
at ten dollars for 100 Ibs.; and, when the labourers dispose of it by retail, 
they do it ata loss of two dollars on the barrel. On the seventh estate, 
which is said to be in an improving condition, the labourers are paid in money 
after the rate of.a shilling a day out of crop, and one shilling and sixpence 
during crop, but have not to pay rent for their houses and grounds. If 
these then be facts (and we have no. reason to doubt the correctness of 
the information obtained), is it to be a matter of surprise that several 
although they continued to reside for a considerable time after the change 
upon the estates to which they are attached, are now removing, and 


» It would be well to inquire if there would be any 
deficiency of labourers, if money were forthcoming to give them 
continuous pay for continuous labour, and if it be intended to pay in 
money those who be brought hither.” 

A Fact For RaTION Commrrrers.—At Cacoon Pen, 
Hanover, (a property belonging to Sir Simon H. Clark), thé labourers 
had to wait more than six months for their wages—most have left—and 
he sa a now work on the Pen.— Baptist Herald. 


proposition for the encouragement of immigration.—S¢. Christopher’s 
Advertiser Bai 


Barsapos.—Except the iniquitous exaction of the absent-days, 
pretty generally practised by the planters, and in other cases lodging-rent 


the planters and labourers here ; and, had we a more honest magistracy 
than we can boast of, on the whole there would be little to complain of but 
what time can cure, Trade is still very much depressed, and the pecuni 

distress general and bitter, particularly among the more respectable middle 
classes of our community—persons heretofore accustomed to the comforts 
of life, and just possessed of the competence to obtain them. The one 
have been more abundant this year than they were the last, by (it is 
thought) 5000 hogsheads. More than 3000 of this excess have already 
been shipped. The drought which afflicted us, in common with the other 


the early part of this year, but again showed itself in the last two or 


months, and threatened afl our sanguine hopes with blight. The 
has again suffered very much in that short time ; and, whilst the canes for 
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the next year’s crop are being withered, our native provisions have 








at is kept on the estate, and one day’s labour is. 


locating themselves upon small freeholds? Before there be a fresh importa- 
“a guar 


ouse of Assembly in Saint Christopher’s have rejected a 


eneereee fur children at school, things generally are going on well between ~ 


colonies, through 1889, 1840, and 1841, gave indications of quitting in 
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increased in price over 60 per cent in consequence. For the last ten or 
twelve days, however, we have had copious showers almost daily, and 
there is every appearance of continuance. On the whole, we have had 
more rain this week than for any month within the last three years. A 
fourth year of drought, with short crops, dear provisions, little money, 
and a smothered trade, would, I firmly believe, consummate the ruin of 
thousands who have barely made shift to bear up under it to the present 
time.—Mr. Prescod. % 

Tue Rent-corrcion System. {| From the Barbados Liberal. |—Let 
us for a moment take a nearer view of this system. The labourer receives 
(‘‘ rent-free,” it is said) a cottage and (except in this island generally) 
provision grounds from the estate, as in slavery ; and in consideration of 
these he is to give his labour for a certain number of days, at a stipulated 
hire (somewhat less than the market rate of wages), to the estate, under 
penalty of a rent-fine at the option of the employer for every absent day, 
or instant ejectment. This rent-fine ranges in this island generally from 
half the value of a day’s wages to the whole—that is, from fivepence to 
tenpence sterling ; and every and all the megs | members of the family 
are alike subject to it, although the hut and bit of lund which they occupy 
may not be worth, for thg rent of a whole week, what each one of them is 
liable to pay for a single day. Ifthe labourer is at any time too ill to 
work, itis not enough that his wages are stopt until he gets better and 
begins to work-again ; he must make his illness, its extent, and probable 
cause known to the manager or the driver, as in slavery, and satisfying 
him that it is real and not pretended, get permission to lie up— 
subject all the time, as in slavery, to the most impertinently annoying 
surveillance, and taunts of indolent ‘‘ make-believe,” and liable to be 

ged from his home, under dread of the rent-fine or ejectment 
(the latter as powerful an instrument of tyranny as the cart-whip 
of slavery), whenever the manager or his satellite driver pleases to 
consider that he has been long enough ill. He may not take a day without 
the passport ofthe manager’s permission, which may or may not be granted, 
to visit a sick friend or relation, or to attend the funeral of that friend or 
relation, though it be a brother or a sister, or a parent or a child, without 
incurring the said penalty of fine or ejectment. He may not shelter a 
friend in his house, or lodge wife, or child, or aged parent, contrary to the 
er’s desire, but at risk of the same penalty. And after submitting 
to all this and more, he cannot flatter himself with having ensured a per- 
manent settlement ; as he knows that he may, any day, and for any thing, 
at the whim of his tormentors, be thrown upon the road with all his fami 
and household goods, This is the system as it exists in this island—dit- 
fering probably in a few particulars from the practice of some other 
colonies, especially those in which labour is in great demand, but essen- 
tially and for the most the same in all. Isit conceivable that harmony, 
that kind feeling, that healthy confidence, that cheerful, steady, effective 
industry and contentment, can spring up and flourish under such a 
system ? ; 

Sr. tbe ge Sas the Independent Press.)—The manifest 
improvement in the mode of cultivating our cane fields, and the yearly 
increase in the quantity of land brought under cultivation, and success- 
fully in all its results, as is proved by the increasing quantity of produce 
shipped, adds confidence to the conviction we have always entertained of 
the superiority of free labour over slave labour; and that, however much 
the number of hands now employed in cultivating our fields may have 
been diminished, an improved system of agriculture, and more zeal and 
merge on the part of the work-people, has compensated the loss, and that 
with favourable seasons, in two years more, St. Lucia will furnish the 
markets of the mother-country, with as great a quantity of sugar as was 
ever produced in the most active periods of slave labour. We now repeat 
what we have before stated, when treating the subject of immigration, 
o monstrous infatuation which has already dried up the resources and 

credit of Demerara, and which is rapidly doing the same for our sister- 
eolony of Trinidad), we want not to glut the labour market with strangers 
and savages, to take the bread out of the mouths of our native peasantry, 
but we wish to see skilful agriculturists come amongst them as teachers, to 
show them how to make one pair of hands do the work of two pairs of 
hands, and thereby add to their own gains, as much as to their employers 
profit and comfort. 

Trinrpav.—The barque Harvest Home has brought to this 
island 170 liberated Africans from St. Helena, most of them young children. 

PREJUDICE AGAINST CoLouR AT New York.—( From the Journal 
of Commerce. j—Recently a venerable coloured gentleman, named Mons. 
George, from Port au Prince, arrived in this city with three young coun- 
trymen, one of them being his nephew and comet & M. is a 
wealthy planter, an ex-senator, and was formerly Commissary-General 
under President Boyer. He came to this country with a view to make 
some investments, and particularly to purchase some steam-engines for his 
sugar estates. He found it very di t to abtain lodgings at our hotels and 
boarding-houses, and at le: took rooms at a French hotel. Returning 
from Philadelphia after a short visit to that city, he was thrust inte the 
loafer’s car, where he’took a very severe cold, that confined him several 
days. He was refused a P in the cabin of one of our packet shi 
for England; but was told by the agents of another line, that he should 
be accommodated well if he could remain a week or two. But he was 
impatient to leave the country, and took for France in the barque 
Alezandre, being courteously treated by the agent and captain, who saw 
the visage of this polished old gentleman in his mind. Our hotel keepers, 
and rail-road agents, and et agents, should understand that he has 
carried nearly all his eh com with him to Europe, to expend there. 
M. George had letters to one or two eminent men in this country, from 
the celebrated M. Inginac, Secretary of State to President Boyer, speak- 
~* him as a gentleman of wealth and respectability, and as his personal 


friend. i 
‘Rurawik Siives.—Three slaves arrived at Boston, on the 
Worcester railroad. They had deserted from their master, who ,belon 


Georgia, but had kept track of them and was waiting at the depot wh 
poe) a hee af thean were secured ; but, while irons were being 


i werfal man, prostrated his master by a 
. laa elenig the poten of spec ators. He went down to 
Salem in the eastern cars, and was followed in the next train by his master. 


‘He was secreted in Salem by some abolitionist during the Sabbath, and on 


Monday came to this town, where he was secreted until the latter part of 


the week. The master of an eastern coaster having declined to take him 
on board, he was finally taken to Portsmouth, and put on board the steam- 
boat Huntress for St. Johns.— Newbu t Herald, a 

Srzatine Nzcros.—The Missouri Sentinel, in remarking upon 
the number of negro slaves stolen, says there is a secret combination, ex- 
tending from the east bank of the Mississippi through Illinois to Michigan, 
by means of which slaves are transported clandestinely to any place whither 
“ desire to 2 

MERICAN INDIAN SLAVE-HOLDERS.—The Indian tribes on the 
Mexican frontier hold slaves ; one of these people, a wealthy man, has one 
hundred, The United States government, which has located them there, 
has no objection to this, as it turns their inclinations more to Texas than 
to Mexico. 

State or tHe Frencu Cotonies.—The Antigua Herald contains 
the following :—“ The‘ governor called together the colonial council of 
Guadeloupe on the 23rd ultimo, and began his speech with the following 
melancholy picture of the state of the country. 

“ GenTLEMEN,—The commereial crisis which afflicts the colonies at 
this moment will leave profound traces of its passage through Guadeloupe. 
Credit exists no longer; bankruptcy threatens the most established 
houses ; the planter, deceived in his hopes unable to meet his engage- 
ments, draws scarcely from his depreciated produce the means of support- 
ing his family. Such is the present situation of our unfortunate country 
—such is the state of the population of our colonies.” ’ On this the 
Barbados Liberal remarks :—“ Our neighbours in the foreign colonies, 
although surrounded by all the inestimable blessings of slavery—whips, 
chains, dungeons, and, of course, labour in abundance and as cheap as they 

lease—do not seem to be a jot the better for it in these hard times. 

ey are feeling the pinch of the money crisis, and suffering from it 

apparently even more than the ‘ victims of abolition experiments’ in the 
British colonies.” 

Tue West Arrican Report—We may affirm without exag- 

geration, that no report of a Parliamentary Committee has ever been 
concocted under circumstances so suspicious and unsatisfactory. On the 
accession of Lord Stanley to office, interest having been made by the 
influential house of Forster and Smith with ‘the colonial department, a 
committee was appointed, evidently for the purpose of throwing discredit 
on Dr. Madden’s report ; and the witnesses were selected, strange to say, 
for the most part from Messrs. Forster’s friends and servants. After 
looking over the list, we believe we are correct in saying that a consider- 
able majority of them comes under this designation ; including captains of 
their vessels, to whom the imputations cast upon their masters must equally 
apply, merchants engaged in a similar description of traffic, and agents or 
employés of their house. Not content with a court thus packed with his own 
friends and dependents, Mr. Forster assumes the office of standing counsel 
for the pro-slavery merchants whom it is the object of this one-sided in- 
quest to whitewash. He accordingly proposes the majority of the inqui- 
ries, and cross-questions and browbeats the few witnesses who, like Dr. 
Madden, and Captains Denman, Hil], and Broadhead, are not members of 
his clique, in the most insulting and impertinent manner. The whole of the 
evidence of the Forster witnesses seems to have had for its object to 
.extenuate the conduct of such African merchants as have been notorious 
abettors of the slave-trade. But is it fair or honest that a firm which it 
was resolved by the late government to prosecute for carrying on a trade 
promotive of slave-dealing, should have been allowed to assume the task 
of marshalling the witnesses, and by leading questions instructing them 
what to say? Had a commonly honest investigation been instituted, Messrs. 
Forster and Co. were the last persons in the world who should have been 
allowed to interfere in the matter.— United Service Gazette. 


DONATIONS AND SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


The following subscriptions have been received during the past month, 
and are hereby gratefully acknowledged. ~ 
Donations. Subscriptions. 
s. d. £ s. d. 
2°30 0 
010 O 
010 0 





Liverpool.—Anonymous ‘ . 
Winchmore Hill.—Catchpool, John . 
” Radford, John . 
Bristol.—George, Thomas i 
Maldon.—Marriage, Robert . . 
“* Read, William Pryor . 
- Wilmshurst, J. ‘ 3 
«May, George. . : 
a6 P itcairn , D. ° e ° 
Banbury.—Ladies’ Auxiliary ° pes Fe 
8 Besley, Samuel . . 
« Gillett, J,.A. . 0 
Sheffield.—Smith, Edward . . «© 0 
0 
0 


= 
ooocouw 


10 


eo. 689 OoOR NS 
oO ooooeoe 


10 


Liverpool.—Cropper, John 
"Dingle Bank.) 

* Cropper, Edward - 60 
Bury, St. Edmunds.—Pace, John ° 
Birmingham.—Albright, Arthur . 

33 Baker, James . ° 
04 Bell, —— ° 
ee Capper, é . 
bed Evans, 8. kes Sisters . 
. Lloyd, George B. . 
Natter, William 
Seekings,J.R. . . 
Shorthouse, Rebecca 
Southall, Thomas . 

“6 Southall, William . 

« Sturge, Edmund. 

a Sturge, Charles . . 
Wednesbury.—Lloyd, Samuel . 
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